











June 6-Kobe. Day. Incendiary bombs.
8-0saka. Day. Incendiary bombs.
9-Akashi. Day. General Purpose bombs.

15-Amagashi. Day. General Purpose bombs.
19-Fukuoka. Night. Incendiary bombs.
21-Kawasaki. Day. General Purpose bombs.
28-Moji. Night. Incendiary bombs.

July 1-Ube. Night. Incendiary bombs.
3-Himiji. Night. Incendiary bombs.
9-wakayama. Night. Incendiary bombs. -

12-Tsurga. Night. Incendiary bombs.
19-Chosi. Night. Incendiary bombs.
25-Seishin. Night. Mines.

27-Kuyama. Night. Aborted after takeoff.
29-Rashin. Night. Mines.

August 1-Hamadi. Night. Mines.
6-Hiroshima. Day. Search & Rescue.

30-Departed for mainland, USA.

September 22-Arrived Camp Beale, San Francisco, California. Processing.

30-Arrived St. Cloud, Minnesota.

November  13-Kelly Airfield, San Antonio, Texas. Discharged.
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CHAPTER 6

| was surprised when | received orders on the 28th of December, transferring me
to the 6th Bomb Group, located at Grand Island Army Air Field, about twenty miles
north of Hastings. | immediately contacted mother and she arranged for Aunt Della
to pick up my car at Hastings and drive it back to the Soo to keep for me until my
return home. | packed my belongings in my foot locker and signed out from the
505th Bomb Group. On 31 December, 1944, | departed on a military truck for my
new duty station. When | reported in at 6th Bomb Group Headquarters, | was
informed that | had been assigned to Lieutenant Rockleigh Dawson’s combat crew
of the 24th Bomb Squadron. Rocky informed my that | was a replacement for his
former enlisted flight engineer, who had contacted a venerial disease. Members of
Combat Crew Number 24-15 were Ist. Lt. Rockleigh (Rocky) S. Dawson-Aircraft
Commander, 2nd. Lt. Jones D. Woodward (Woody)-Pilot, 2nd. Lt. Denis J. Inkel-
Bombardier/Backup Navigator, 2nd. Lt. Archibald (Archie) w. Miller- Navigator/
Backup Bombardier, Sgt. David 0. Evans-Radio Operator, Cpl. Elio S. Casale-Radar
Operator, Cpl. James W. Brooks-Central Fire Control Gunner, Cpl. Martin E.
Eichelman-Right Gunner, Cpl. Stanley A. Mackiewicz-Left Gunner and Cpl. Charles
w. Jones-Tail Gunner.

Sixth Bomb Group maintenance and ground support personnel had departed
several months earlier by rail and ship for Tinian, part of the Marianas islands, the
group’s overseas base. The majority of the combat crews of the 24th, 29th and
40th Bomb Squadrons of the 6th Bomb Group departed for Kearney Air Field in
Nebraska, soon after my arrival. Kearny Air Field was the staging area for Army
Air Force flight personnel headed for the Pacific Theater of Operations. These
combat crews were assigned new B-29s which they flew to Tinian.

During the next several days our crew went through initial processing
procedures in preparation for our move overseas. Air Force issued items included
A-3 Parachute Bags, B-4 Bags, Canvas Field Bags with straps and suspenders belt
and Duffel Bags. We were also given a checklist of mandatory clothing, flight gear
and miscellaneous equipment items that were to be provided by the Air Force or
purchased by officer personnel.

The following items had to be purchased by the officers: three bath towels,
khaki garrison cap, olive drab yool garrison cap, service cap, wool service coat,
three cotton drawers (shorts), two wool drawers, dress gloves, olive drab wool
gloves, six handkerchiefs, olive drab field jacket, two khaki cotton neckties, olive
drab overcoat, raincoat, three khaki cotton shirts, two olive drab wool shirts,
three tan cotton socks, three light wool socks, russell shoes, two service shoes,
three khaki cotton trousers, three summer undershirts, two wool undershirts,
extra shoe laces, canvas leqgings, rubber or plastic comb, hand soap, razor with
biade, shaving brush, tooth brush and web waist belt. | already possessed most of
these items.

The officers had the option of shipping their belongings in the duffel bags or
personal foot lockers. Of the mandatory items listed above, | packed the following
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